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In the winter of 1993, a powerful and historic storm swept across the eastern United
States, earning the title "Storm of the Century." This massive weather event left a mark on the
record books, setting numerous records and impacting millions of people.

Overview

The Storm of the Century, also known as the "Great Blizzard of 1993," struck from March 12
to March 14, affecting an astonishing 26 states, from the Gulf of Mexico o eastern Canada. It
was a combination of a cold front, a southern low-pressure system, and an upper-level
disturbance, creating a colossal weather system.

Snowfall Records

One of the most remarkable aspects of this storm was
the incredible amount of snow it brought. Some areas
experienced snowfall rates of 2 to 3 inches per hour! In
places like Syracuse, New York, a whopping 43 inches of
snow fell, breaking the city's previous 24-hour snowfall
record.

Wind Speeds

Not only did the Storm of the Century bring heavy snow, %
but it also unleashed powerful winds. Wind speeds reached
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hurricane-force levels in some areas, with gusts exceeding 70 The city of Syracuse, covered in snow.
miles per hour. These strong winds led to blizzard conditions, making travel extremely
dangerous.

Impacts on Transportation

With such intense snowfall and strong winds, transportation was severely affected.
Thousands of flights were canceled, and major highways became impassable. In fact, the storm
caused the largest peacetime traffic jam in the history of the United States, with millions of
people stranded on the roads.

Powerful Storm Surge

Coastal areas experienced a phenomenon known as a storm surge, where strong winds pushed
ocean water toward the shore. This led to coastal flooding in several states, causing significant
damage to homes.
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Economic Costs

The Storm of the Century left behind a trail of destruction, resulting in billions of dollars in
damages. The economic impact was felt through the major property damage, disruptions to
businesses, and the costs associated with emergency response and recovery efforts.

Conclusion

The 1993 Storm of the Century remains one of the most memorable weather events in U.S.
history. Its massive scale, record-breaking snowfall, and powerful winds made it a truly
extraordinary and unforgettable weather event. As we remember this historic storm, we are
reminded of the immense power that nature can unleash and the importance of being prepared for
extreme weather events.
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. According to the text, what factors contributed to the formation of the Storm of the Century?
. A warm front and a high-pressure system
. A cold front, a southern low-pressure system, and an upper-level disturbance

. A heatwave and a tropical depression
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. A thunderstorm and an earthquake

2. How many states were affected by the Storm of the Century, as mentioned in the text?
A. 10 states

B. 16 states

C. 26 states

D. 36 states

3. What was one of the most remarkable aspects of the storm in terms of snowfall?

A. It brought rain instead of snow

B. It caused a snowstorm in the summer

C. It brought heavy snowfall rates of 2 to 3 inches per hour

D. It melted all the existing snow in the affected areas

. How did the storm impact transportation, as stated in the text?
. It had no impact on transportation
. It caused minor delays in flights and road travel

. It resulted in the largest traffic jam in U.S. history
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. It improved transportation systems in affected areas
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