The Mexican Flag

Have you ever looked closely at the flag of Mexico? It isn't just a pretty design with
green, white, and red stripes. It actually tells a very old story about a group of people called
the Aztecs and their search for a new home.

What the Colors Mean

The three colors on the flag are very important to the people of
Mexico. Each one has a special meaning:

« Green: This stands for Hope. It reminds people to look forward
to a bright and happy future.

o White: This stands for Unity. It means that all the people in
the country should work together like one big team.

Flag of Mexico

« Red: This stands for Religion and the Heroes who fought to keep Mexico free. It
represents their bravery and strength.

The Legend of the Eagle
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| In the middle of the white stripe, there is a special picture called a Coat of Arms. It shows
| an eagle perched on a cactus, holding a snake in its beak. This comes from a famous legend!
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

Long ago, the Aztec people were traveling to find a place to build their great city. Their gods
told them to look for a specific sign: an eagle sitting on a cactus, eating a snake. They
searched for a long time until they saw this exact scene on a small island in the middle of a
lake. They knew they had found the right spot! That place eventually became Mexico City,
which is the capital of Mexico today.

A Symbol of Pride

When you see the Mexican flag
flying at a school or during a
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1. What does the green stripe on the flag represent?
a) Hope for the future

b) The grass in the park

¢) The color of the ocean

d) A lucky green clover

2. In the Aztec legend, what was the eagle sitting on?
a) A tall mountain

b) A prickly pear cactus

c) A giant stone castle

d) A branch of an oak tree

3. Why did the artists choose the color red for the flag?
a) Because it is a bright and pretty color

b) To match the color of the sunset
d) To represent the red fruit on the cactus

4. What is the meaning of the white stripe in the middle?
a) Peace and quiet

b) The fluffy white clouds

¢) The snow on the mountains

d) Unity and people working together

7. What is the official name for the special picture in the middle of the flag?
a) A victory stamp
b) A treasure map
c) A Coat of Arms
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: c) To honor brave heroes and their strength
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