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Idiom:  ________________________________________________________________________ 
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Idiom:  The math test was a piece of cake. 
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Idiom:  Don’t spill the beans. 
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Idiom:  My brother is a couch potato. 
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Idiom:  My little sister let the cat out of the bag about the birthday present. 
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Idiom:  The cook was busy as a bee when he was making dinner. 
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Idiom:  We can’t leave yet so you need to hold your horses. 

© www.theteachersguide.com Created using clip art and/or fonts © DJ Inkers: www.djinkers.com 

Literal Figurative 



Idioms 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Idiom:  Wow, it is raining cats and dogs outside! 
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Idioms 
A piece of cake 

Meaning: Something very easy to do. 

Example: "The math quiz was a piece of cake." 

 

Bend over backwards 

Meaning: To try very hard to help or please someone. 

Example: "My mom bent over backwards to make my birthday party special." 

 

Break a leg! 

Meaning: A way to wish someone good luck (especially before a performance). 

Example: "You're going to be great in the school play. Break a leg!" 

 

Cost an arm and a leg 

Meaning: To be very expensive. 

Example: "That new video game costs an arm and a leg." 

 

Cry over spilled milk 

Meaning: To be upset about something that has already happened and can't be changed. 

Example: "Yes, you lost the game, but there's no use crying over spilled milk. We'll practice for next time." 
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Idioms 
 

Feeling blue 

Meaning: To feel sad or unhappy. 

Example: "I was feeling blue because my friend moved away." 

 

Get cold feet 

Meaning: To suddenly become too scared to do something you had planned. 

Example: "He got cold feet right before he was about to go down the big slide." 

 

Give it a shot 

Meaning: To try something. 

Example: "I've never tried skateboarding before, but I'll give it a shot." 

 

Hold your horses 

Meaning: To be patient and wait. 

Example: "Hold your horses! We need to pack our lunches before we go to the park." 

 

In the same boat 

Meaning: In the same difficult situation as someone else. 

Example: "Don't worry if you forgot your permission slip; Sarah did too, so you're in the same boat." 
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It's raining cats and dogs 

Meaning: Raining very heavily. 

Example: "Take an umbrella; it's raining cats and dogs outside!" 

 

On cloud nine 

Meaning: To be extremely happy. 

Example: "She was on cloud nine after she got a puppy." 

 

Once in a blue moon 

Meaning: Something that happens very rarely. 

Example: "My cousin lives in Australia, so I only see her once in a blue moon." 

 

Out of the blue 

Meaning: Something that happens suddenly and unexpectedly. 

Example: "Out of the blue, my teacher announced we were having a pizza party." 

 

Pull someone's leg 

Meaning: To joke or tease someone in a playful way. 

Example: "You won a million dollars? Are you pulling my leg?" 
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The straw that broke the camel's back 

Meaning: The last small problem in a series of problems that finally makes someone lose their patience. 

Example: "When he spilled his juice on his homework, it was the straw that broke the camel's back, and he started to cry." 

 

Two peas in a pod 

Meaning: Two people who are very similar or always together. 

Example: "Emma and Jasmine are like two peas in a pod; they do everything together." 

 

Under the weather 

Meaning: Feeling sick or unwell. 

Example: "I'm feeling a bit under the weather, so I might stay home from school today." 

 

When pigs fly 

Meaning: Something that will never happen. 

Example: "Will I eat broccoli for fun? Yeah, when pigs fly!" 

 

Zip your lip 

Meaning: To be quiet or stop talking. 

Example: "Zip your lip during the movie so everyone can hear." 
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