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The U.S. Military: Protecting Our Nation 
 

The United States military is a vital part of our country, and it plays a crucial role in       
protecting our nation, our freedoms, and our way of life. Let's learn more about the U.S.  
military and the people who serve in it. 

 

The Branches of the U.S. Military 

The U.S. military is made up of five main branches: the Army, the Navy, the 
Air Force, the Marine Corps, and the Coast Guard. Each branch has its own 
specific roles and responsibilities. 

 

 The Army is responsible for land-based military operations and ground 
defense. 

 The Navy protects our seas and oceans and ensures safe shipping and 
maritime operations. 

 The Air Force controls the skies, safeguarding airspace and conducting air operations. 

 The Marine Corps is known for its agility and ability to respond quickly to threats. 

 The Coast Guard patrols our coastal waters and ensures maritime safety and security. 

 

Roles and Responsibilities 

 

The U.S. military has several important roles and responsibilities: 

 

1.  National Defense: The military is responsible for defending the United States from any 
threats or attacks. It helps keep our country safe. 

2.  Disaster Relief: In times of natural disasters, like hurricanes and earthquakes, the    
military provides help and support to those affected. 

3.  Peacekeeping: The military plays a role in international peacekeeping efforts and can be 
deployed to maintain peace and security in other parts of the world. 

4.  Humanitarian Missions: U.S. military personnel sometimes assist in delivering aid and    
relief to people in need during emergencies and crises. 
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The People in the Military 

The U.S. military is made up of brave and dedicated individuals who choose to serve their   
country. They include soldiers, sailors, airmen, marines, and coastguards. These men and women 
undergo difficult training to prepare for their roles, which can involve serving on land, at sea, or 
in the air. 

 

Respect and Gratitude 

It's essential to show respect and gratitude for those who serve in the U.S. military. They make 
sacrifices to protect our freedom and ensure our safety. On Veterans Day and Memorial Day, 
we honor and remember those who have served and those who have made the ultimate sacrifice. 

 

The U.S. military plays a vital role in protecting our nation and ensuring our safety. It is made 
up of dedicated individuals who serve their country with bravery and honor. It's important to 
appreciate their commitment and remember that they are the guardians of our freedom and  
security. 

 

1.  What is the text structure of this passage?  (circle all that apply) 

           description                        cause and effect               compare and contrast 

                               problem and solution                  sequence 

 

2. What are the 5 branches of the military?  _____________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
 3.  What are the main roles of the military?  _____________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

4.  On which holidays do we honor and remember those who served in the military?   

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 


