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The U.S. Army: Defenders of Freedom 
 

The U.S. Army is one of the branches of the United States military. It plays a crucial role in 
protecting our country and defending our freedoms. Let's take a closer look at the U.S.    
Army and its important mission. 

 

A Proud History 

The U.S. Army has a long and proud history that dates 
back to the American Revolutionary War when our nation 
was fighting for its independence. Throughout its history, 
the Army has been called upon to serve in many conflicts, 
including the Civil War, both World Wars, the Korean War, 
the Vietnam War, and more. 

 

Mission of the U.S. Army 

The primary mission of the U.S. Army is to protect and  
defend the United States. This includes safeguarding our 
nation from external threats, but the Army also plays a crucial role in providing humanitarian 
aid during natural disasters and assisting with peacekeeping efforts around the world. 

 

Soldiers and Ranks 

The U.S. Army is made up of dedicated men and women who serve as soldiers. They go 
through rigorous training to become experts in their fields. Soldiers have different ranks, 
from privates to generals, and each rank has its responsibilities and duties. 

 

Diverse Roles 

The U.S. Army has many different roles and responsibilities. Soldiers may serve in combat 
units, like infantry or artillery, or in support roles, such as medical, engineering, or logistics. 
There are also specialized units, like the Rangers or Special Forces, known for their          
advanced training and unique missions. 

 

Core Values 

The U.S. Army follows a set of core values that guide its soldiers in their actions. These  
values include loyalty, duty, respect, selfless service, honor, integrity, and personal courage. 
Soldiers are expected to uphold these values in all they do. 



© www.theteachersguide.com 

Name:________________________

 

Clip art/fonts used with permission from DJ Inkers   djinkers.com 

Technology and Innovation 

The U.S. Army is also known for its use of advanced technology. From tanks and helicopters to 
communication systems and medical equipment, the Army relies on cutting-edge tools and        
new inventions to accomplish its missions efficiently and effectively. 

 

The All-Volunteer Force 

Unlike in the past, today's U.S. Army is an all-volunteer force. This means that soldiers choose 
to join the Army and make a commitment to serve their country. 

 

The U.S. Army is a vital part of our nation's defense and a symbol of the commitment and   
bravery of those who serve. It is an institution that embodies the values of duty, honor, and 
service to our country, and it plays a crucial role in ensuring the safety and security of the 
United States and its citizens. 

 

1.  What is the text structure of this passage?  (circle all that apply) 

           description                        cause and effect               compare and contrast 

                               problem and solution                  sequence 

 

2. When did the U.S. Army begin?  _____________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
 3.  What is the mission of the U.S. Army?  _______________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Name some roles that U.S. Army soldiers perform.  _____________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 


