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The United States Marines: A Proud Tradition of Service 
 

The United States Marines, often referred to as the "Few and the Proud," are one of the 
branches of the United States military. Their history is a story of dedication, bravery, and 
service to the nation. 

 

Formation of the Marines 

The U.S. Marine Corps was officially established on           
November 10, 1775, during the American Revolutionary War. 
It was created to serve as an infantry force on both land 
and sea, ready to fight for freedom and defend the United 
States. Since then, the Marines have played a significant 
role in many of the nation's conflicts. 

 

Semper Fidelis - Always Faithful 

The Marine Corps motto, "Semper Fidelis," means "Always Faithful" in Latin. This motto    
reflects the core values of the Marines, which include honor, courage, and commitment.    
Marines are known for their unwavering dedication to their country and their fellow service 
members. 

 

Training and Discipline 

Becoming a Marine is not an easy task. Recruits go through intense training at places like 
Parris Island, South Carolina, and San Diego, California. The training is physically and      
mentally challenging, helping them develop the discipline and skills needed to face difficult 
situations. 

 

Roles of the Marines 

The Marines are a skilled force, ready to respond to various challenges. They serve on land, 
sea, and air, with roles that include infantry combat, aviation, logistics, and more. In times of 
crisis, they are often among the first to respond, providing assistance and security. 

 

Iconic Symbol - The Eagle, Globe, and Anchor 

The emblem of the Marine Corps is a striking design with an eagle, a globe, and an anchor. 
The eagle represents the United States, the globe signifies the worldwide presence of the 
Marines, and the anchor symbolizes their naval tradition. This emblem is a source of pride 
for every Marine. 
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The Marine Corps Hymn 

The Marine Corps has its own hymn, which begins with the famous lines, "From the Halls of  
Montezuma, to the shores of Tripoli." This hymn, sung by Marines with great pride, tells the 
story of their history and achievements. 

 

Always Ready 

The Marines are known for their readiness to answer the nation's call, no matter the             
circumstances. They are trained to adapt, improvise, and overcome challenges to complete their 
missions. 

 

In conclusion, the United States Marines have a long and proud history of service to the nation. 
Their dedication, discipline, and commitment to defending freedom have made them a respected 
and crucial part of the United States military. Whether in times of peace or in times of       
conflict, the Marines are always ready to serve and protect their country. 

 

1.  What is the text structure of this passage?  (circle all that apply) 

           description                        cause and effect               compare and contrast 

                               problem and solution                  sequence 

 

2. When did the U.S. Marines form?  ___________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
 3.  What does the eagle on the U.S. Marines represent?  ____________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Where do the U.S. Marines serve?  _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 


