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The U.S. Air Force: Defenders of the Sky 
 

The United States Air Force is one of the five branches of the U.S. military, and it plays a 
vital role in protecting our nation's skies and serving our country in many ways. Let's take a 
closer look at the U.S. Air Force and its important responsibilities. 

 

Formation and Early Years 

The U.S. Air Force was officially established as a separate branch of 
the military in 1947, but its history dates back to the early 20th    
century when powered flight was still in its infancy. During World War 
I, the Army Air Service, a precursor to the Air Force, was formed to 
support ground troops. 

 

Mission and Responsibilities 

The U.S. Air Force has a wide range of missions and responsibilities. 
Its primary mission is to protect the United States and its allies by 
controlling the skies and space. The Air Force is also responsible for 
the security and defense of the country using both aircraft and      
satellites. This includes maintaining a powerful nuclear deterrent. 

 

Aircraft and Technology 

The Air Force operates a vast fleet of aircraft, including fighter jets, bombers, cargo 
planes, and drones. They use these aircraft for various purposes, such as air patrols,      
transporting troops and equipment, and conducting surveillance. The Air Force is also at the 
forefront of technological advancements, developing cutting-edge systems for                
communication, navigation, and defense. 

 

Search and Rescue 

The U.S. Air Force plays a crucial role in search and rescue missions. They use specially 
trained units and aircraft to locate and assist people in distress, whether lost in the         
wilderness or stranded at sea. These brave airmen and airwomen work tirelessly to save 
lives. 

 

Humanitarian Aid 

The Air Force not only defends our country but also provides humanitarian aid in times of 
need. They deliver relief supplies, medical assistance, and disaster response teams to areas 
affected by natural disasters or humanitarian crises around the world. 
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Airmen and Airwomen 

The U.S. Air Force is made up of dedicated airmen and airwomen who receive rigorous training 
to carry out their duties. These individuals serve in various roles, from pilots to engineers, 
healthcare providers to intelligence analysts. They work together to ensure the Air Force's 
success in all of its missions. 

 

The U.S. Air Force is a crucial part of our nation's defense and plays a significant role in    
keeping our skies and space safe. From protecting our country to providing aid in times of need, 
the men and women of the Air Force serve with dedication and courage, making them true      
defenders of the sky. 

 

1.  What is the text structure of this passage?  (circle all that apply) 

           description                        cause and effect               compare and contrast 

                               problem and solution                  sequence 

 

2. When did the U.S. Air Force form?  _________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
 3.  What is the main role of the U.S. Air Force?  __________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. How does the U.S. Air Force help out in times of need?  ___________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 


