Music Around the World

Music is a vibrant part of every culture around the world. Just like languages, food, and
clothing, music reflects the traditions and stories of different societies.

In Africa, drumming is an essential part of
music. Each beat tells a story and carries a
unique rhythm passed down through generations.
The djembe, a drum shaped like an hourglass, is a
famous African instrument known for its deep,
resonating sound.

Traveling to Asia, you'll find diverse musical
instruments like the sitar in India or the guzheng
in China. These instruments produce enchanting
sounds, and musicians often play melodies that
have been cherished for centuries.

In South America, the rhythmic tunes of the i
maracas, made of dried gourds filled with seeds or beans, add energy to music and dances.
Meanwhile, the Andean region embraces the haunting melodies of the pan flute, creating
music that echoes through mountains and valleys.

Europe boasts a rich heritage of classical music, with famous composers like Mozart and
Beethoven. The violin, piano, and orchestra are common in classical music, producing
symphonies that have stood the test of time.

In Australia, the Aboriginal people share stories through the didgeridoo, a unique wind
instrument made from hollowed tree branches. Its deep, mesmerizing sound is integral to
their cultural ceremonies.

Music brings people together, no matter where they are from. It tells stories of
triumphs, joys, sorrows, and celebrations, connecting us all in a beautiful, harmonious way.
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Music Around the World

1. What is the main idea of this passage?

2. What does music reflect about different societies?

a. Their language and dialects
b. Their traditional clothing
c. Their traditions and stories

d. Their political systems

3. What is an essential part of music in Africa?

a. Singing
b. Dancing
¢. Drumming

d. Guitar playing

4. What are maracas made of and what do they add to music?
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