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    Martin Luther King Jr. Interview 

Interviewer: Dr. King, thank you for taking the time to speak with us today. Your work has made an 
incredible impact on civil rights and equality. Can you tell us what inspired you to become a leader in 
the civil rights movement? 

Dr. King: Thank you for having me. Growing up in the segregated South, I witnessed injustice and 
inequality firsthand. But it was during my time in college, learning about the teachings of Mahatma 
Gandhi and the principles of nonviolent resistance, that I became inspired to stand up against        
injustice. I realized that I had to speak out and act against racial discrimination and segregation. 

Interviewer: Your commitment to nonviolent protest has been a cornerstone of your movement. 
Could you share your thoughts on why nonviolent resistance was so crucial to your approach? 

Dr. King: Nonviolence is not just a tactic; it's a way of life. I firmly believe that darkness cannot 
drive out darkness; only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that.         
Nonviolent resistance allows us to confront injustice without continuing the cycle of violence. It    
allows us to appeal to the conscience of our oppressors and the broader society. 

Interviewer: Your "I Have a Dream" speech remains one of the most iconic speeches in history. Can 
you tell us about the inspiration behind those powerful words? 

Dr. King: The dream of equality, justice, and brotherhood among all people was at the core of that 
speech. I wanted to paint a picture of a future where my children and all children would not be 
judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character. I dreamt of a nation where 
the ideals of freedom and equality are a reality for everyone, regardless of race or background. 

Interviewer: Your legacy continues to inspire people worldwide. What message would you like to pass 
on to future generations? 

Dr. King: I hope future generations will carry forward the torch of justice and equality. I urge them 
to continue the fight for what is right but to do so with love, compassion, and understanding. Change 
doesn't happen overnight, but through persistence, dedication, and the belief that all people deserve 
dignity and respect. 

Interviewer: Thank you, Dr. King, for your time and your invaluable insights. Your words will continue 
to guide and inspire generations to come. 

Dr. King: Thank you. Remember, the time is always right to do what is right. 
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1.  What did Martin Luther King Jr. learn about in college that inspired him to act against discrimination?  

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2.  Why did Martin Luther King Jr. believe nonviolent resistance was so crucial?  

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What did Martin Luther King Jr. want to do with his “I Have a Dream” speech?   

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What did Martin Luther King Jr. want future generations to do?   

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5.  How does Dr. King describe nonviolence? 

A) As a temporary solution to societal problems 

B) As a way of life, not just a tactic 

C) As a violent approach to bring about change 

D) As unnecessary in the fight for civil rights 


