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Johnny Appleseed 
     In the early 19th century, a man named Johnny Appleseed became a legendary figure in American 
history. Born as John Chapman in 1774, Johnny Appleseed was a pioneer who played a significant role 
in spreading orchards across the frontier. 

     Johnny Appleseed's life was dedicated to planting apple trees and 
spreading the joy of nature. He traveled through the vast and untamed  
wilderness, carrying a sack full of apple seeds.  His appearance was quite 
distinctive, with a pot on his head serving as a hat and a simple sack of 
seeds slung over his shoulder. 

     One of Johnny Appleseed's main goals was to help settlers establish 
apple orchards. He would visit new communities, providing them with apple 
seeds and sharing his knowledge of planting and caring for apple trees. 
Johnny believed that apples were not only delicious but also a valuable resource for 
people living on the frontier. 

     Johnny Appleseed didn't just scatter seeds randomly; he carefully chose locations with good soil 
and ensured the trees would receive proper care. He believed that apples could bring not only    
sweetness to people's lives but also a sense of community and prosperity. 

      In addition to his work as a planter, Johnny Appleseed was known for his kindness and compassion 
towards both humans and animals. He was a vegetarian and a friend to all creatures. Legends even say 
that he would put out his campfire at night so as not to harm insects. His gentle and caring nature 
left a lasting impression on everyone he met. 

     As Johnny Appleseed traveled from place to place, he left a trail of thriving apple orchards in his 
wake. His legacy continues today, as many of the apple trees he planted and the stories of his        
adventures are remembered and celebrated. Johnny Appleseed's dedication to nature and his      
selfless acts of kindness make him a true American hero and an icon of frontier life. 

 

1. What did Johnny Appleseed do?  ______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Why did Johnny Appleseed plant seeds?  ________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

apple orchard 


